
Iowa Lakes Community College 

STATISTICS—BUSINESS STATISTICS 
Bishop Garrigan High School – Fall 2017 
 

Course & Section Numbers 
 MAT-157-900 (0071966) Statistics and BUS-211-900 (0071920) Business Statistics 

 “Statistics” and “Business Statistics” are two names for essentially the same course. 
 

Schedule 
 The main section of the course will meet each school day during the first semester at Bishop Garrigan 

High School.   

 The course is offered for college credit through the post-secondary option program at Iowa Lakes 
Community College. 

 

Description 
 CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  The use of statistics by the methods of descriptive and inferential 

statistics.  Both single and bivariate data are analyzed.  Elementary probability and normal probability 
distributions are studied along with hypothesis testing, linear correlation regression analysis and 
analysis of variance. 

 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:  In this course you will first learn about descriptive statistics in one and two 
variables. You will then use the basic concepts of probability to understand inferential statistics. In 
particular you will learn how to use statistics to estimate information about a population and how to 
perform significance tests using both traditional and non-parametric statistics.  

 

Credit 
 4 semester hours 

 

Prerequisites 
 There are no formal prerequisites for this class. However, a basic knowledge of algebra will be 

extremely useful. 

 All students also need to achieve appropriate scores on one of ILCC's mathematics Accuplacer or other 
appropriate placement tests. 

 It is the student’s responsibility to register and complete appropriate testing in order to receive college 
credit. 

 

Transferability 
 This is a basic introductory statistics course. Equivalent courses are offered at almost every college, 

and it should transfer freely. 

 Many majors have a statistics requirement, and this course should meet that requirement for most 
majors.  Some colleges may require you to take a test to demonstrate mastery of the concepts you 
have learned in this course. 

 Some math and science majors may require a more formal proof-based course.  Some business 
majors may also need a course specific to that field. 

 If you need to transfer this course and have any questions, contact the college you plan to attend.  
 
 
 
 



Fee 
 There is a $100 fee for this class, payable to Bishop Garrigan High School. 

 The fee covers rental on your book and the fee for recording college credit. 

 Extra credit is available for paying this fee quickly. 
 

Book 
 Brase, Charles Henry, and Corinne Pellillo Brase.  Understandable Statistics:  Concepts and Methods. 

 This book is supplied in class and will be shared among students. 

 The book will be used for reference in class, and problems will be assigned from it.  In most cases 
assignments will be done in class. 

 

Instructor 
 David Michael Burrow 

 E-Mail:  burrowd@bishopgarrigan.org (preferred method of contact) 

 Alternate E-Mail:  davidmburrow@yahoo.com  

 Home Phone/Fax:  515/295-5285 

 Text/Cell/Voice Mail:  515/341-3763 (Calling by voice on the cell phone is generally NOT a good way 
to contact Mr. Burrow; texting is better.) 

 Course Website:  http://www.davidmburrow.com/statistics.html (contains printable copies of notes 
and hand-outs – NOTE:  This is NOT an E-Companion page.) 

 

Calculator 
 You should have a graphing calculator designed for statistics for this class. 

 The best calculators for this class are TI-84 or TI-84+ graphing calculators, which are available for $75 - 
$125 in area stores such as K-Mart, Target, Wal-Mart, ShopKo, Staples, and OfficeMax, as well as 
online and from the ILCC bookstore. The TI-84 is used in illustrations in the book, and it will be the main 
calculator used for explanations in class.  The TI-84 and TI-84+ are essentially identical to a TI-83 for 
statistical purposes, but contain one additional feature (the X2-GOF Test) that could be useful in this 
course. 

. 

Other Supplies 
 You will need to take organized notes almost every week, and you will want writing materials to do this. 

 In most cases you will be supplied copies of the outlines for the notes we will go through, which you will 
probably want to add to. 

 A small supply of graph paper may be useful for some problems, but is not required. 

 In addition, you will need to complete an individual or small group project.  This may require some 
additional supplies, depending on what you choose. 

 

Overall Goals 
 Understand the uses of formal statistics, and apply statistical methods to solve real-world problems.  

 Describe and apply sampling procedures.  

 Calculate and interpret descriptive statistics such as measures of central tendency, dispersion, and 
position.  

 Understand the basic theory of probability, and how probability is applied to statistical problems.  

 Use sample statistics to estimate population parameters.  

 Understand the concept of statistical significance, and apply statistical tests to check for significance.  

 Describe and interpret correlations and linear regressions.  

 Calculate and apply non-parametric statistics.  

 Understand how statistics can be misused and misinterpreted.  
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Assignments 
 You will be given suggested assignments most days in class. While these will not be turned in for a 

grade, it is suggested that you do the problems. 

 At the very least, you should look through them and make sure you know how to do each type of 
problem. We will go through many of the assigned problems in class.  

 

Tests 
 In the daily class, you will be given tests after every 1 – 2 chapters, approximately every two weeks. 

 In the evening class, you will have approximately four tests over the course of the semester. 

 We will review in class before each test. 

 By the nature of the course, each test will to some extent be cumulative, reviewing what came before.  
However there will be nothing officially cumulative in the final. 

 Tests will be graded on a straight points basis, with all tests (including the final) worth approximately the 
same number of points.  

 All the tests together will be worth appx. 75% of your grade. 
 
 

Project 
 All students will complete an individual or small-group project, where you will apply statistics to a real-

world situation. 

 You will complete an initial prospectus for the project, a mid-term progress report, a written summary, 
and a final presentation to the class. 

 You will receive a letter grade on the project, which will be worth approximately 15% of your grade  
 

Attendance & Class Participation 
 It is assumed that you will be at each class session, and you will find it much easier to do well if you 

attend regularly. Attendance will count for 10% of your overall grade.  

 Tests are intended to be taken when scheduled. If you are not able to take the test when scheduled, 
you must make arrangements with the instructor BEFORE the scheduled time of the test. If you do not 
make arrangements beforehand, the test may not be made up. 

 

Grades 
 The standard ILCC grading scale applies:  

o A = 90%+  
o B = 80%+  
o C = 70%+  
o D = 60%+  
o F = 59%-  

 Pluses and minuses are not recorded on ILCC grades. There is generally no "extra credit" in this class.  
 

Weather Cancellation 
 In case of severe weather, we will follow the schedule of Bishop Garrigan High School.  Listen to the 

radio or check the school websites http://bggoldenbears.org or http://bishopgarrigan.org for details. 
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STUDENT ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY 

 
 Iowa Lakes Community College believes that personal integrity and academic honesty are fundamental to scholarship.  

Iowa Lakes strives to create an environment where the dignity of each person is recognized and an atmosphere of mutual 
trust exists between instructors and students.  The faculty have confidence in the integrity of the students and encourage 

students to exercise good judgment in fulfilling this responsibility. 

  
Actions contrary to academic integrity will not be tolerated.  Activities that have the effect or intention of interfering with learning or 
fair evaluation of a student’s work or performance are considered a breach of academic integrity.  Examples of such unacceptable 
activities include, but are not limited to: 
 Cheating (intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized material, assistance or study aids in my academic work).  For 

example, using a cheat sheet for a test, looking at another student’s paper during an exam, stealing or buying all or parts of an 
exam or paper, altering and resubmitting work for a better grade without prior approval to do so, etc. 

 Plagiarism (representing another’s ideas, words, expressions or data in writing or presentation without giving proper credit, 
failing to cite a reference or failing to use proper documentation, using works of another gained over the Internet and submitted 
as one’s own work).  

 Falsification and/or misrepresentation of data (submitting contrived or made-up information in any academic exercise).  For 

example, making up data, citing non-existent sources, etc. 
 Facilitating Academic Dishonesty (knowingly helping or attempting to help another violate any provision of the academic 

honesty policy).  For example, working together on a take-home exam or other assignment when the option has not been made 
available, giving a paper/assignment to another student for his/her use, etc. 

 Multiple Submissions (submitting, without prior approval from the instructor involved, any work submitted to fulfill academic 
requirements in another class).  For example, submitting the same paper for two different classes, etc.  

 Unfair Advantage (trying to gain unauthorized advantage over fellow students).  For example, gaining or facilitating 
unauthorized access to exam materials (past or present); interfering with another student’s efforts in an academic exercise; lying 
about the need for an extension on a paper or assignment; destroying, hiding, removing or keeping library materials, etc. 

 
Disciplinary Action 
Any violation of this policy will be treated as a serious matter.  The instructor has primary responsibility over classroom behavior and 
maintaining academic integrity.  Depending on the nature and severity of the offense, Iowa Lakes Community College reserves the 
right to exercise disciplinary action as outlined in the Disciplinary Action Section of the Student Handbook. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Policy of Nondiscrimination 
 

It is the policy of Iowa Lakes Community College not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, sex, disability, religion, or age in its programs, 
activities, or employment practices as required by the Iowa Code sections 216.9 and 256.10(2), Titles VI 
and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. § 2000d and 2000e), the Equal Pay Act of 1973 (29 
U.S.C. § 206, et seq.), Title IX (Educational Amendments, 20 U.S.C.§§ 1681 – 1688), Section 504 
(Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. § 794), and the Americans with Disabilities Act (42 U.S.C. § 12101, 
et seq.).  
  
Individuals having questions or complaints related to compliance with this policy should contact Kathy 
Muller, Iowa Lakes Community College EOE Officer at 712-3620433 or the Director of the Office for Civil 
Rights, U.S. Department of Education, Citigroup Center, 500 W. Madison, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661, 
phone number 312/730-1560, fax 312/730-1576 
 

 
 
 Students should be aware that classes might be audio or video recorded by one or more students. The 
college’s policies governing the audio or video recording of class are included in the Student Handbook. 
Students who have any questions or concerns about class recordings should address their questions or 
concerns with the instructor at the beginning of the semester. 


